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Chhattisgarh — A Police State in the Making

Dantewada and Bastar districts in present day Chhattisgarh
have historically been some of the most neglected regions
of India, where even basic Government facilities such as
schools, primary health care and public distribution systems
have been mostly absent. Such social deprivation has turned
this region into a breeding ground for anti-State Maoist
rebels. In order to tackle these violent armed militants, the
Government raised a private army called Salwa Judum in
2005. The doling of arms to civilians has resulted in a civil-
war-like situation today. Instead of terminating Maoist
rebellions, Salwa Judum has provoked people into joining
Maoist camps. Violence from both sides has escalated, and
hundreds of thousands of adivasis have fled their homes in
Dantewada and Bijapur districts. There has been a mass
exodus of people from the state into neighboring states
such as Andhra Pradesh. Recently the government
mobilized the army and paramilitary forces under the name
of Operation Green Hunt. To date over 70,000 troops have
been sent into this small state of central India.

In December 2009, a few human rights groups like Vanvasi
Chetana Ashram (VCA), People's Union for Civil Liberties,
and People's Union for Democratic Rights tried to organize
a peaceful padyatra to bring the attention of the outside
world to the situation in Chhattisgarh. Their efforts were
thwarted by the police. VCA volunteers Kopa Kunjam and
Sukhnath  were put behind bars under false
charges. Advocate Alban Toppo from the Human Rights
Law Network was illegally beaten by the police when he
insisted on accompanying Kopa as his lawyer. Gandhian
activist Himanshu Kumar went on a 10 day fast that was
accompanied by solidarity fasts across the country and
abroad. Home Minister Shri P. Chidambaram had agreed to
visit Dantewada and hear people’s concerns in a Jan Sunvai.
But he did not come, and the tribals and concerned citizens
who did attempt to come were harassed by the police.
Salwa Judum sent mobs to pelt stones, cow-dung, eggs and
tomatoes at activists such as Medha Patkar and Sandeep
Pandey, and prevented academics like Prof. Nandini Sundar
from meeting people. There have been eyewitness accounts
of atrocities committed by the military on the tribals, but
the witnesses have either been silenced, or have disappeared
entirely.

Continued on page 2.
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Bt Brinjal Moratorium - Victory for Farmers,
Consumers, Democracy and Science

On behalf of all concerned farmers, consumers and
scientists, AID welcomes the moratorium on Bt brinjal.
This is a victory for India’s food sovereignty, preserving the
control of seeds and food in the hands of our farmers and
consumers, instead of a few multinational corporations
such as Monsanto. The Union Environment Minister Shri
Jairam Ramesh held a series of public consultations in
Kolkata, Bhubaneshwar, Ahmedabad, Nagpur, Chandigarh,
Hyderabad and Bangalore. The public voice was clear and
loud: more than 80% against Bt brinjal including farmers,
consumers, activists and scientists! Even some agricultural
universities such e | g 4
as the ones in iy »
Hyderabad and
Anand opposed
Bt brinjal.

On January 30,
more than one
lakh Indians

observed a one- ; ‘
day  fast to Citizens protest Bt brinjal.
emphasize  that Photo Credit: Kiran Vissa

the hard-won independence led by Mahatma Gandhi
cannot be lost now to agri-business MNCs, with their
technologies like GM seeds. Thousands who observed the
one-day fast throughout the country sought to remember
the Mahatma’s dream of Hind Swaraj and to uphold the
food sovereignty of the country from the onslaught of
technologies like GM seeds. “Remember the Mahatma, Stop Bt
Brinjal and Protect India’s Seed & Food Sovereignty” was their
message.

The Minister’s report has highlighted the experience of six
lakh farmers in Andhra Pradesh who are practicing Non-
Pesticidal Management methods, growing a variety of crops
including cotton and brinjal without using any chemical
pesticides. The report concluded that effective alternatives
exist to address the pesticide problem and that there is no
urgency to introduce Bt brinjal for this purpose. It adopts
the precautionary principle and requires that chronic
toxicity tests and other long-term tests should be done to
establish the bio-safety to the satisfaction of the public.




In light of the important concerns expressed in the
Minister’s report, we demand the following in addition to
the recommendations on Bt brinjal. (1) A comprehensive
independent study on Bt cotton, which assesses the
ecological impact, pesticide usage, impact on animal health
and the health impact of cottonseed oil. (2) Prevent illegal
distribution of Bt brinjal seeds and confiscate the seeds kept
for commercialization.

We congratulate Shri Jairam Ramesh for upholding the best
principles of democracy as well as science, in making the Bt
brinjal decision. We hope that farmers and farmer
organizations across India will take this opportunity to shift
to more sustainable methods of cultivation, and that the
scientific community takes a critical view of all aspects of
Genetically Modified crops and promotes ecologically
sustainable approaches to agriculture.

Kirankumar  Vissa, AID  Jeevansaathi, and Dr. G.V.
Ramanjaneyuln, ~ Centre  for  Sustainable ~ Agriculture  promote
awareness about sustainable agriculture and impacts of genetically

modified seeds.
Chhattisgarh - A Police State in the Making (continued)

Most notable is the case of Sodi Sambo, a 28 year old tribal
woman who witnessed a
massacre in  Gomapad
village in Chhattisgarh, and
was herself shot in the leg
by security forces attacking
the village. When she was
being taken to New Delhi
by Himanshu Kumar for
treatment and to testify
about the incident to
National Human Rights
groups, the Chhattisgarh
state police forcibly seized
her and took  her
away. After being silent for
days regarding her
whereabouts, the state
government finally arranged
for her admission to AIIMS
hospital, after the Supreme
Court ordered that Sodi be
allowed to seek medical
attention in Delhi. Though she is a petitioner against the
state, she was treated as a convict; not allowed to meet with
anyone including her lawyer Colin Gonsalves. The
Supreme Court then passed a second order to allow
Himanshu Kumar and/or Colin to meet her in the hospital,
only for the world to find out that she had been
"discharged" the day before. With Sodi's whereabouts
unknown, yet another witness has been silenced.

Witness to Operation Green
Hunt - the name for a massive
attack by state security forces,
Salwa Judum and Specia
Police Officers (SPOs) in the
tribal villages of Chhattisgarh -
Sodi  Sambo was herselfi
attacked, but survived,
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Tathagata Sengupta, a graduate student at Brandeis University,
volunteers for AID in Boston.

Millet Anyone?

AID Seattle has found a new love lately - the age-old cereal
of millet. A "Millets Feast", featuring millet-based recipes,
was hosted by the chapter on Nov 30th, attended by AID
volunteers from Seattle and Portland. Over the past year,
we supported multiple agriculture-related projects, and the
volunteers have increasingly realized that millets can be
pivotal for the kind of agricultural development they wish
to see in India. Be it promoting organic farming, reclaiming
the devastated bio-diversity, or ensuring food security for
farmers to reduce the alarming rate of farmers' suicides,
they are seeing how millets can have a positive effect in
today's agriculture. The feast was followed by discussions
with Jeevansaathi Kirankumar Vissa, who gave detailed
updates of millet- promotion measures taken up by AID
India and partners. The chapter believes that it can play a
direct role in this movement by creating awareness about
millets, at least in the local Indian community, through
activities such as taking the feast to the public, inviting
chefs from the community, organizing cooking classes for
millet recipes and so on.

Aman Rathi is a software engineer by profession and volunteers for
AID in Seattle.

Achieving Excellence in
Conservation and Management

Energy

Before the monsoon season, 18 cattle-owning households
of Ramanwadi, Maharashtra had installed bio-gas digesters
that generated cooking fuel from cow-dung. Farmers dug
the pits for installation and contributed 20% of the digester

s

cost.  Coordinating  the
effort was Venu Madhuri
Trust (VMT), a long-term
partner of AID. By
replacing  firewood and
dung stoves, the bio-gas
digester reduces indoor air
pollution, which, according
to the WHO, is responsible
for premature deaths of
500,000 women and
children in rural India.
Demand for cow-dung has
facilitated the preservation
of indigenous cow species.
The by-product is used as |PAoto Credit: Rahul Deshpande
organic manure in farms. Women don’t have to spend time
collecting wood anymore, and this directly increases the
chances of girls attending school. It also saves 113 tonnes
of wood annually. This project has been recognized by the
Maharashtra Energy Development Agency for excellence in
energy conservation and management.

Chetana Kulkarni is a telecommunications engineer and volunteers for
AID in Dallas.




Anand Mazgaonkar: Spearheading
Non-Violent Change for Rural Poor
An advocate of nonviolent change, Anand believes it means

not just the absence of violence but willfully sticking to
nonviolence even if it involves T

personal suffering, and the
opposition’s  wrath.  Raised in
Mumbai, Anand’s involvement in

activism began in his teens during the
emergency. As a youngster, he felt
that disproportionate resource
allocation to urban areas was
stripping the vulnerable rural poor of
their basic necessities. To change this, he says, the
oppressed community has to take ownership of the issues,
and to help, an outsider first has to become part of the
community.

With this conviction, he and a friend moved to a village and
worked in the fields for a few years for a living. After
watching fellow villagers use chemicals to fill small orders
of jaggery, they popularized organic jaggery which brought
in larger orders, thereby eliminating the reason to use
chemicals. This initiative still continues as a successful
project. Anand and his friend also helped villagers resolve
legal issues and demand clean water from the government.
They became a part of the community and compelled
villagers to take ownership of their issues to make progress.

Anand now works with groups such as National Alliance of
People’s Movements, Adivasi Mahasabha and Paryavaran
Suraksha Samiti. His activities encompass training people
for several ongoing land rights movements in Gujarat,
conducting youth camps, questioning state policies and
studying their impacts on natural resources. Anand has
published insightful articles on “development violence” as a
result of state policies. He argues that India, in its urge to
develop, is encouraging investments into natural resource-
intensive industries with low employment potential, causing
large scale displacement leading to communities banishing
their traditional vocations.

Anand's grassroots experience in environmental and
people’s struggles is critical to furthering AID's education in
these issues. AID Dallas is supporting Anand’s work
through a Saathiship.

Deepak Tirumalasetty is an Operations Analyst and volunteers for
AID n Dallas.

Whose Resource is it Anyway?

I visited Kerala last year, to study its Panchayat Raj
Institutions. While arguably better than its counterparts in
other states, Kerala's Panchayat Raj Act is far from ideal.
Contrary to its conceptual plans, it doesn’t give full power
to the people through Gram Sabha. The much proclaimed
People’s Planning Campaign which began in 1996 with the

goal of giving power to the people by decentralizing
decision-making to local areas remains a dream. With little
discretionary funds available, the idea of people discussing
and deciding their priorities through Gram Sabha meetings
is ineffectual. While Kerala lacks in the implementation of
this plan, other states haven’t yet conceived any such
decentralization efforts.

Plachimada’s Fight for Drinking Water

Our citizens are now demanding their voice be heard in
making decisions concerning their community; lacking that
voice has proven disastrous. An illustrative story is the
depletion and pollution of ground water in Plachimada,
Kerala, the community’s only clean drinking water source,
by a beverage company. Hindustan Coca Cola Beverages set
up their plant in Plachimada in 1999, upon permission from
the Government and Panchayat. The excitement was short-
lived. As soon as the people of Plachimada realized that
their water sources were being polluted and depleted, the
villagers protested and the Panchayat withdrew its
permission. By 2005, when the Panchayat and Pollution
Control Board ordered the plant be shut down, the water
was highly contaminated. Near the plant, 2000 adivasi
families neither have access to fresh clean drinking water,
nor the resources to buy water for their daily needs.

Eight years later, Kaniamma, a local adivasi woman who is
active in the struggle says, “The company came to our land

\ and used our
resources. It dried
up our water, and
now we are forced to
buy  water  from
outside. How can we
afford water
pipelines  or  buy
water for Rs. 700-
800, when we hardly
make Rs. 100 a day,
and in [these|] high
inflation times?” In
2002 the  state
announced a Rs.3000
crore alternative water supply scheme, but that is yet to see
the light of day due to bureaucratic red-tape. In the
Supreme Court, the people of Plachimada are demanding
compensation for their losses from the company, and
access to clean drinking water from the government.

Kaniamma, an adivasi woman, standing
/n front of the protest vigil hut opposite
to the coca-cola plant.
Photo Crediit: Somu Kumar

Similar struggles going on in Mehdiganj, Dhinkia, Raigad,
Singur, and across India, raise a central question: Who
should govern the local natural resources and make
decisions impacting ecology and livelihoods? Should it be
the people who live in these communities, or should it be
the government officials who drag their feet for years, even
if drinking water is at stake?

Somn Kumar is a Tech Analyst and volunteers with AID Maryland.




Rebuilding Agriculture after Aila's

Fury, Organically

Ever since Cyclone Aila breached the mud embankments of
the Sundarban delta and submerged the soil in brackish
water, one started fearing for agriculture, the life support
system of the area. Soon after, we requested help from
Saathi Revathy of the Tamil Nadu Organic Farmer's
Movement, who had successfully reclaimed land in Tamil
Nadu after the Tsunami. We also partnered with local
groups such as Mukti, Baikanthapur Tarun Sangha (BTS)
and Service Centre, a resource group for agriculture in West
Bengal. Revathy taught farmers to reclaim their land and
practice organic farming, while the Service Centre taught
them to grow nutritional home gardens that would provide
vegetables around the year.

Today success stories abound. In Nagenabad, Biswanath
Sahoo's house has become a factory of bio-solutions,
compost and vermi-compost while Jagadish Naiyya can
scarcely believe his 22-month yield. Aurobindada's wife has
built a beautiful kitchen garden outside her house and Balai
Gharui is amazed by the wonders of herbal tonic as a pest
repellant. The
cultivators of K-
plot had been
using organic
methods for betel
leaf  cultivation,
but in many cases
they were not
using organic
inputs for other
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crops. They too [ r -, P e, SRR
readily took to |Pranothosh Poira tending to his organic|
vegetable garden

organic  farming

training of trainers where trained farmers will in turn train
other farmers.

Samik Basu is a mathematician. Prithiviraj works on grassroots

development in West Bengal. Both volunteer for AID Kolkata.

One for India Raises Over $100,000
We are happy to announce that One for India 2009 raised
$115699 from 727 donors. We realize these are tough
economic times and thank you for your gracious support.
We promise your ONE contribution will make a positive
difference in the lives of India’s under-privileged. Your
continued encouragement and support is invaluable to us.

Photo Credit: Tathagata Sengupta

for paddy and
vegetables. Pranotosh Poira had a bumper potato harvest of
6 quintals from a sown area of 5 katha (720 sq ft.)

The success of sustainable methods has created euphoria
among the local people, with more wanting to be trained. In
a meeting at K-plot, over sixty people turned up on a day's
notice for a demonstration of bio-solutions. AID and
partners are discussing long-term plans, including potential

Yes! | would like to make a tax-deductible donation in the amount of

$100 $250 $500 $1000 Other
| would like % to support All India Relief Fund

Please send me a copy of the AID 2010 Calendar, MAKAAN

Recently Approved Projects

- Otrganic Farmers’ Movement, Nagapattinam, Tamil
Nadu (§1919): 100 farmers to study sustainable ecological
and economic development.

- Right to Information, AID Delhi ($18260): Three local
coordinators to raise awareness and train community in
using the RTT Act.

- Tribal Health Initiative, Dharmapuri Dist., Tamil
Nadu ($4347): Tribal farmers to collectively shift to
traditional farming practices.

- Safe Food Alliance, Tamil Nadu ($4734): Public
awareness concerning Bt brinjal and other genetically
modified foods in India.

- Kalpavriksh, New Delhi ($6195): Research and public
awareness on biodiversity conservation.

- Vishwagram, Gujarat ($19565): To build a shelter for
homeless children.

- Chintan Environmental and Research Action, Delhi
(86000): Technical activists teach waste recyclers about
recycling policies in Delhi.

- Conference on Peace and Communal Harmony,
Orissa ($993). To discuss the role of the media and leaders,
and of peace and secular education in school curriculum.

Events On The Horizon
AID Philadelphia presents Holi 2010 on February 27. AID
Seattle presents “Tarana” by Allgorhythms on March 20.
AID Pittsburgh presents “Samwaad — Meet the Chapter”
on February 27 and “Run For India” at The Pittsburgh
Marathon on May 2. Please visit the AID website for chapter
contact information.

We rely largely on support from individuals like you. Please Donate Generously!

Donate online at
http://www.aidindia.org/donate
Send checks payable to AID to:
Association for India’s Development

P.O Box "F", College Park,
MD 20741, USA

Name Phone:
Address
City State__ Zip Email:

AID Inc. is a registered 501(c)(3) organization with Tax ID No. 04-3652609. To obtain a copy of the financial statement please write to us.
Documents and information pertaining to AID Inc. can be obtained from the Secretary of State for the cost of copies and postage.
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