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Sahitya Akademi award winner Dr. 
Ganesh Devy, is the founder of the 
Bhasha tribal academy, based in 
Gujarat. Supported by AID since 
2000, Bhasha aims to give voice to 
tribals by promoting their literature 
and culture. Dr.Devy is currently 
working with the Indian government 
on drafting a National policy for 
tribals, and is visiting several AID 
chapters this summer.   
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Dayamani Barla, our newly-
elected Saathi is a free-
lance rural journalist from 
Jharkhand. 
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Chandra Anil volunteered for 3 
years from 2000 to 2003 for 
AID-India in Chennai before 
joining full-time. Currently 
coordinates AID Chennai’s 
primary education programs in 
around 300 villages of Tamil 
Nadu. Photo: Arvind Raghavan 

( � � �� ���� �	 � � �	 � 
�) � � � * � � �� � ���

) � � � ! � � �� � ���� � � ��� � �� � � � ��� � �� * � � � � �� � ! �� �

� � � $ �$ � � � � � � �&� ! � � � � � * � � �� ��� �� � � � � � � '� � � � �
� � �3� �� � �� � � � �� � � � � � � � � &� * � � � � �� � � � � �� � 3�
@� ��� ! � �� � �� 3� � �� �� �  � ��� 
 � 3� @���� * � � 
 � 3�
 �� � �� � � ��3�  � �� $ * � �3�  �� 	 � �� � ! � � � ! � �� � � �
� � �� �. �� � � � � � ��� �#� � ��� � �� � � #� � � � � � 5�� � ! �� � � �
� � � $ � � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � � #� � � � � � �5� � � � �� � � � �
! � �	 � � � � � � � � � � � �� � � ����� 
 �
 � � � *$ ��� �� � � � � � � � � �
� � ! � � � � � � ��� � �H�� � � ��$ � &� � �� � � ��� � ! �� �� � ��� � ��
� � � � �� � �� � � � � $ � � B� � � ��� � � � � � � � � �� ! � � 	 � � � � � ! �
� 	 � � � � 
 � �� H� ) � � � � $ ��� � �� � � 	 � � �
� � � � � � �� � � ! � �� � � ! � �� �$ �� � ��� � � �� �
� 	 �! � � �5��
�
+ �� � �
�� � �� � � �� �� �!� � ���  ��
� �&��	 �'� ���

� ��� � �� � 
���(�) � 	 
� � 
�� 	 
���!� � (�
) � � � * � � 
� � � � � � � � � 	 � �� � �� � � � � ��� �
� � � �  � � � � � �� #� � $ � / 2223� � � � � � � �
� � � �! � �� 
 � �� � ! � � � $ � ��� � �� � � � � � � ! �
� � ��	 ���� � � � 	 � � � �� � � � � � &� � ! � 5� � �
� �� � �� ! � � ##� * 
 � 	 �� ���� 
 � � � ! �
	 � �� � �� � � �� 
 � � �� �� ���� � � � � � �� � � � � � � �
�� � �� � � � �� $ �� � � � � � � #� � � � � � �5�) � � �
$ � ��	 � ��� � � � � $ � � #� � $ � � � � �� 
 � �� � �
� � ��! � � � �� � ! �	 � �� � �� � � � ��� � � � 5�) � � �
	 � �� � �� � � � � � � � � � #� � $ � �� � ��
* � � &
 � � � � ! �� � ! �� � � � �	 � �� � �� � � �� 
 �
� � � �� ��$ � 5� � � #� ��� �� � �� � � 3� � ��� � $ � � � � #� � ������ � �
� � � � �! � * � � ! � �� 
 � $ � � � 5� � � � � � � �� �� � � � �� ! � �� �
� � � � ��� 
 � � � � � � � � � � $ � �� � �� �� � #� � � �� � � � � �� ���� � �
� � � �� � � � � � ! � ��� � � � � �� � � �� �� 
 � �� � � � �&� � ��� � �� � �
� � ��! � � � 5� � � 3� ��� � � � � � � � � $ * �� � ��� � � � #� �� � �
$ � ��	 � ��� � � �� � �� � � #� ��� � �� �� � � � � �� �� � � � ��� � � �
� �� � 
 � � ��� � �� � � � � � � � � � �� � � ���#� � ��� � � �� � �� � � 
 � ��
* 
 �� � �&�� 
 �� ��� ��� � � � �&�! �5�
�
+ 
�) � 	 
�� � �!� � �&����� �����
� ��� �''���� ����� �
� ���� ���� '�
	 �� � �� � 
����� � �� �� 	 �
�
� ��	 � � �� � �� �'� ���
� �(���
) 
� � � � � � � � � �� ��$ � � 	 � �� � �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � �� � ��
 � �� � � � �&� � � � � � 	 � � �� �
 � � #� � � � � � �
�� � � 
 � � ��� �� � � � �� 	 � � 
 � � 
 � �� $ � ��� 5� ) � � � � �! � �
�� �� � � � ��� � � � � � � * � � 	 � � 
 �
�� � � �� �� 
 � � � ! � � � � � � � � � �� � � � �
� � �� �5� � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � #� ���
��$ � � 
 � � � � � �&� �� � � � $ � � � �
$ � � � � #� � � � � ! � � � 
 � � � � � � � �
� � � � �� � ! �
 � � �
 � �! � � � � � ��� �� �
� � ! � � � �� � ! �� 
 � ��5� � � ! � � � � �
� � � � � �� � � � � � � �� � � �$ � � � �� � #�
�� � � � � �&� � � � � �� � � � ���� 
 � �� 3�
� � ! �� � � � � � � � �� � � � � � * �� $ ��� �� ������ � � � � � � ��5�� � 3�
�� � � � � �� � � � � � �� � � �� �� � � � ���� � �#� � $ �� � � �#� �$ ��� �
�� � �� �� � �5��
�
+ 
��) � 	 
����!� � ���� ���� 
��� � � �� � �� 
�� �
� �� �� *��
�(���
) 
� � � � $ � $ � �� �
 � � � �&�� 
 � � � � �� � � � � �$ � � 
 �
� ! � � � ��� � � �� ���� ��	 � � � � #� � � � �  � � � � � �� � � ! � �� � �
� 	 � � � ��� �� � 
 � �� �$ � � �� � � �� 
 � � #� � ! � � � ��� � � � � � � �

 � � �� � �� � � � � �  � � � � � �5� � � � $ � � �� � � �� 	 � �	 � ! �
� ��� � � � � � ! �� � ��� 
 � �� � � * � ��! �� 
 � � #� � � 	 � �� � �� � � �
�� � $ �� ���� � � ��* �� � &� �� � �� � ���� � �� �� � � � � � �5�

+ 
� � � � � � � ��� � � �� 	 ���� �� 	 
� � � 	 
� 	 ��	 � � � �� � 	 � 
�� 
� �
� � �� � 
������ (�����
�� �
�� �� �� �&!�� ���� � 	 ���� 
����
�� ��&!�
� ��� 	 ��� 
�� ��� (�
) 
� � �� �� � � � � � $ * �� � ��� � � � #� * � �� � �� � � � � � � � � � ��5�
� � $ � � � �� 
 #� �� �� �� � � � �� �� � � � �
 � � � � � � ��� #� �#��� �
� � $ � � � >�� �� � �� � � � ! 5� � � �� � �� � � � �� � � � � � � � � � � �
$ � � 
 � � � � ! � � � � � � � �	 � ! 3� �� � � � � � � � � #� � � �&� � ����
* � � �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � �� � �� �� � � � �� ! � �� 3� � � � � � � � � � �
#� � �� � $ � ��	 � ��� � 5� � � 3� ��� �� � � � $ � �� � � * � �� � � � �
�� �� � � � �� � � ! � � � � ! 3� ! � � � � ! �� 
 � � �� � � � � � � �� � � �
� � � � � � � ��$ � ��	 � ��� � � �� � ! �� � �� � � ��� � � ��� �
 � � ! �
� �5�

�
+ 
� � � � � � 	 
� ��� 	 � � �� 	 �� � 	 !� �� �
!� � ��� � �� � 
����� $���'�(���
) 
� . � � ��� 
 � � � � ! � $ � � � �
$ � � ��� 
 � '�� �� � �&�� ��� ��� � $ � �
�� �� �� � � �� 
 ��� � �� � �&�#� � ��� � �
� � >�� � � � &3� �� � � � � � � � �� 
 �
� � � � � � � � � $ � �� � �� �� � � � ! �
�� � �� �� 
 � $ � � � � �� � #� � � �� � �
	 � �� � �� � � �5� � � � &� � ! � � � � � �
� � � � �� � ��� � #�� �! � 	 �� ��� � � � ! �
�� � � �� � �� �� 
 � � � � 
 � � $ �5� � � ! �
�� � � � � � � � � �� � � 	 � � �� � � �
� ! $ �� �� �� � ��	 � � �� � � � � � �� � ��
* � 
 �! � � � ��� � �! � 
 5�
�
+ 
� ) � 	 
� � � � !� � � 
� �� " �
� � �� � 
������� �
� ��� � ��	 � �� � (���

) 
� � � �� � � � �� � ��� � �� � � � � � (� � �� � � �&� � �3� �� � �
� � � (� � �� � � � � ! �� � �� � � � � � ! � �� � � � � #� � $ � �� � � � �
� >� � � �� � � � �5� � � � �� �� � � � � �� � #� � � � * � � �� 1�G�
� � � &�3� �� � 	 � � 
 � � � �� #� �5� � ��� � 	 �� ��� � � � ! � #�� �! �
� �� ! 
 � �� � �$ � � � �� � �5� ) � � � � � �� �� � � � � �� � � � � �� � �� �
� � � �� 	 � � � � $ � �&�� ! � � #� � � ! � ��	 � � � * �� � � � � � � � �� � ��
�� � ��� � � �* � ��� &� � �#� � �� � �5�� �� ! �� � �� � � ��� � �* � � ��
� >� $ � �� 3� � �� � � � �� � � #� �����$ � � � � #� � � � � �� � �� &� � �
* 
 �$ � � � � � � � � � �� 
 � � � ! � � � � � �� � � �� �$ � � � � * �� $ �5�
� � � �� �� � � � � �� � � � � � $ � � �! � �� � � 	 � �� � �� � � � �
� � � � � � � ��	 � � � � ! � �� � 
 � � � � � * � � � $ � � � � � $ � � � �
$ � � � ��� 	 � �	 � ! �� �� � � � �� � 
 � � ���� � � 	 � �* � ��� � � � � ! �
$ � � � � #� � � � � ! � �� #� �$ � ��� � � � � ! � �� �� � � ���� � � �� �

�� � $ � � � ! � � � �� � ! � �� � �

 � � � � ! � � ��� � ��� � � � � ! �
� � � � � � � � � � � � ! � �� � 
 � �! � �
� �� � � �	 � �� � �� � � �5�
�
+ 
� � � � � � � � !� � � ��" �� 
� ��
� � 
 � �� � '���� ��� 	 � � � 	 � !�
�� $$��
�� � ��'� ��'� 
� ���� � ��(�
) 
� ) � �� � �� � $ 
 � #�� � �� ��$ � �

� � ������ �� ������� �� � � 5�� ���� �
 � � ! ��� � ���� � �	 � � �� � � �
� � � � �� � � � � � � � � � ��� � � � � � � � � �� ! �� � � �� �� � �� � � � �� � � �
#� � � � �$ ��� � � � 	 � � �� � �� � � � ! �� 5� ) � � � � �
 � �
$ � ��	 � ��� � � �� 	 � �� � � � � � 
 � � ! � �� � � � � 5� � � � � 	 � �
� � � � ! � #� � $ � � � 	 � � � �� 	 � �� � �� � � � � �� � �� �� � 
 � � � 	 � �
� � � � � �� � �� ! � �� �� &�� 
 � � � � �� � � � � � �� � �� �� � 
 � ! �! �
� � �� � 	 � � � � � � ��- � � � >�� �� ! � � � � � � �� � 
 � � � � � � �� �
� � ! �� 5�� �� � � � ��� � ���� � �� � ��� � ���� $ � ��� � ��� ����* � �
� � � �	 � ! � � �� � ���� * � �#� ��� � � ! � � � � � �� � � � � 	 � � 
 � � � �
� � � � � � � � ����$ � �� � ! �� ##� � ��� �� 
 � ���� 
 �� � � � 5�) � � �
#� ��� � �� � �� � ��� � ��� �	 � � 
 ��$ � � � �� � ��� � ! �� � � � �! �

* � �
 �	 � � ��� � �� � B� �� � ! ��$ � � � �� � � � 5�
�
+ 
�� � !
� �� $������'� ��
� ��� � �� � 
������ '�� � 
 (���
) 
� � � � � � �� �� � �� ��� �� � $ � �� � �� �� � 
 � � � � � �! � � � ��
#� � �� �� � �� �� � 
 � � � � � � � �� � � � �� �* � ��� 
 � � �� � � � �� � 
 �
� � � � � � � �� ��$ � � �5� � 	 � � 
 � #� � � � � � � � � �� � �� �� � 
 �
� � � � ! � � �� � � $ � &� � � � � � �$ � � � �3� �� � � 
 � � �� � �
�� � 
 �* �� � � � � � ��� � $ � 
 � � � �� * � � �� � � � � �� � � � � �
�$ $ � ! �� �� �
 5� � � � � ! � � #�� � � � � � ! � � � ! � � � � �� � � �
$ 
 � � � �&� $ � ��� � � ! � � � ! � � � � �� � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � �
* � � � #��� ! � * 
 � $ 
 � #� � � � � � � � � � � � � �5� � � �� �� � � � �
� � � � � � � $ � � 
 � �� ! �� � � �� � � 
 � � �� � �� � 	 � � � �$ � ���
� ##� � �� � � � � � �� #�� � � � � � �� �� 
 �5� I � �� � �� � � � �� � $ � �
$ � 
 �� � ��* � ��� � 
 � �� � ! �$ � 
 �� � ��� � 	 � �$ � � � ���$ � �
�� �� � � � � 3�* � ��� ���� #����! � � � �$ � ��� � '�
�
) � � � &� 
 � � �  � � � ! � � 3� #� � � * � �� 
 � � � � � � � � �
�� � � �� �� 
 � � >� $ � �� 5� � � � ��� � � � � � � � 
 � ���� 
 � � � � ! 
 �
�� � �� � � � $ 
 � � � � � � � �� � � 
 ��� � 	 
 � #� � � � � � � � � � �
�� � �� * � � � � 3�  � � � ! � � � #� � � ! � � � � � � �� � � � � �
�� 
 
 � 
 � ''�

� ��� ��� � 	 ���� � 
 �#�� ��� � 	 
��
�
+	  � � ��� � ���� 	 ��� � , �"� � � - � � � * .�

"� � �&� � � ! 3� � � � � �� � � �� � � � � � � � � � � � ! � $ �� � � � �� �
� �� � �� � 
 �� � ��� �� � ! �
 3�� �� � �+� �� � ,��� ��� � �� � 
 � �� � ! �
&�� ! � � � #� � >� �� ��� ��� � � � 
 � �� � �� �� �* � �� � � � �� ��� � �
�� � �� ��	 � � �� � �� � � � � � � 
 �� � �5�� � 
 � $ � � ��� � � �� ,� � �� �

� � � �� � � �� �� 
 � � �� � 
 �
� #�� ��� �* � ��� � $ � � �
� � � � ! � � �! � ! � �� �
� �� � ! � � � � � � ! �
� � $ � � �
 � � #� � �
�� � � � � � �� � ��
� � � ��� � � ��� �� � � � � 3�
� � � ! � � � � ! �
�$ � � 	 � � �� � � �� �* � ��
� � � �� ��� � � �� �
%� � �&� � � ! � �� � �� � �
� � $ � � � #�
! � 	 � �� � $ � � �5��
�

� � 
 � $ � � �3�� ! � � � �� ! �� �� �� � �" � � � � ��7 � �	 � � � ��
 3�
� � � � * � � � � � � ���� 
 � � � ��� �� � � �� � � �� ! �� �� � � � 
 � �� � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � ! � $ � 
 � - �� � � � ��&� � @�� * � � ��
D� � * � � � � #� � � �� � � �� � �� �� � � 
 � � � �5� � � � � � � ���� 
 � �
� � � � �#� ��
 �� � ��� � �� �� ��� � �� >� �� ��� ��� � �#� � � ! �* 
 �
�� �* � �� � � $ $ � � ���� � 3� � � � � � �� ��
 � � � $ � � 5� � � � �
� �� � � 
 �
 � * � ��� 	 � � � �� � �� * 
 � �� &�� 
 � �� � � 	 � �� � � � � #�
�� � ��� �* � ��� � $ $ � � ���� � ��� ��� � �� � $ $ � � �� � * ��� �
� � � �� � � � � � � #� �� �* � �� � � $ � � ,� � � $ � � � � �$ � � �3�
� � � ��� 3� �� � � �� � � �#�
 � 	 � � � � � � � � � � ! � � � �
� � 	 � � � $ � � �,� � ) � �* � �� � � ��� �� �3� � � $ $ � � �
� � � � �� � � � � � * � � $ � ! � � � � � � � � � #� �� � � � � � ��
� ��� � ��� � � � � � � �� � � 
 � � � � ! � � � ! � �� � � � � � � ��� �� � �� �
� � ! � �� #�� � � � � � ! � 	 � �� � $ � � �� � � ��� �� � � �� � �� � �
� �
 � �� ! �� � � ��� � 5� � � � � � �� � � � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � ��
�� � � � �� ��� � � � � #� � � $ � � � #� � � � � �� �� � �� � � ���� 
 � � �� �
�� � � � � $ �� 
 � �� � � � �5� � � � � � � � � * � � � � � � � � � � �#� ��
� � $ � � �
 � � � � � � �&�� 
 � � � � � �! � � ��� �� � � � �! � � �
� ��� � �� � � � � $ $ � � ��
 � � � � ! �##� � � � �� �� � � � � �
� � � 
 �� 
 � #� � $ � � 	 �� ��� � � � #� �� �* � �� � ! � � � �� � �� � �

+, � ��!�'�� �� � � ���-!� � .�
�� �� � �	 ��� � 	 " ���	 � �

� � 	 �
��
� � � $� �
� ��
	 � $�&���
���� �
�� 	 !�� � 
�&��
� ����
� �

�����  �� �	 
��!/0 



Mr. Rajendra Singh is famously known as the ©water 
man© for the water harvesting work that his 
organization, Tarun Bharat Sangh has executed in 
the arid desert villages of Rajasthan. From 1984, he 
catalyzed the villagers in rebuilding traditional check 
dams to harvest the water in the district of Alwar. He 
also played a pivotal role in revitalizing five rivers in 
Rajasthan which were drying up. Over the period of 
15 years, these villages have been drought proofed 
when the rest of Rajasthan and India experienced 
droughts due to poor monsoons.    

Rajendra Singh addressing an audience 
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